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The Prompter. 


NumsB. XXL 





To be Continued TurEspays and FrRiDars. 





Beware the flow’ry Mead, and verdant Glade, 


For 1x THE Grass the baneful Snake is lay'd. 





Latet ANGUIS in HERBAL. 
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 21. 1735. 





2m 1 E Cuftom prattifed during the 
bem, Saxon and Danifh Invafion in 
Be England, of proving the Inno- 
cence of the Ladies in thofe 
Times, by making them walk 
PAZ bare-footed thro’ burning Plough- 
: foares, with their Eyes Hood- 

winked, feems to me to Carry 2 
fort of a fecret Allegory along with it, and to Ty- 
PiFY the Condition of the unmarried Part of the Fair 
Sex; for what fo analogous to the Dangers of walk- 
ing thro’ burning Plough-fhares, as the ftrong 
Temptations the Fair Sex are expofed to, from the 
WARM Addreffes of ours ? 





Acatn, If the Lady fufpected of Incontinence, 
fhou’d (as it was Ten to One but fhe wou’d) touch 
any of the -burning Plough-Shares, tho’-ever fo 
flightly, fhe was reputed guilty, tho’ perhaps very 
often innocent. So with us; If a Lady liftens ever 
fo little beyond the ufual Bounds of an allowed 
mutual Intercourfe, her Reputation, like the Ordeal 
Lady’s, is loft in the Opinion of the World, tho’ 
her Virtue ftands fecure in her own. 


THe Circumftance of walking bare-footed, is a 
{trong Confirmation of an allegorical Senfe, fince the 
being a little fcorched by the bot Iroz, can never be 
meant as an adequate Punifhment for the Crime, 
and muft therefore be underftood, figuratively, to 
exprefs, that there is nothing to protect them from 
the Dangers they are expofed to, but their BARE 
natural Innocence; which, for that Reafon, is the 
ealier corrupted, as the ‘Foot is more liable to be 


fiorch’'d by being bare_gnd defenfelefS, than. if. it 

Was protected hy a Covering. | 

z Tue Eyes being Hoodwinked, is a further Con- 
rmation of an allegorical S ; 

ane sity te eg ical Senfe , for Love is always 

ecteab a, by Poets, a wearing a Bazdage over his 
yes. —= Fhis then being the Condition of the un- 

miarricd Ladies, the Bufinefs of the Prompter is, to 


point out a Path, they may tread, and be fecure 
amidft the burning Ploughefhares ftrewed in their 
Way : And this fhall be the Subject of this Day’s 
Paper. 


IN order to find out this Path, narrow in irfelf, 
and difagreeable to the Foot, it is meceflary to exa- 
mine the different Tracks, that lead to Female Hap- 
pinefs and Mifery. —'Thefe once known, the Point 
with each Lady will be, WHicH sHALL I TREAD? 


THe High-Road that leads to the Happinefs and 
Mifery of the Sex, is Lowe. Their Inexperience, 
added to the Pleafures that enchanting Route offers 
to their pleafed Senfes, makes them but too often 
quit the rugged Track, for the more beaten one 3: 
which feeming, as in Fact it is, to be more fre-. 

uented, and being moft agreeable, draws their 
Seps infenfibly from the other. 


THE rugged Track, is nothing but keeping 
Defire within the Bounds prefcribed by Cuffom, 
Decency, and Virtue. I mention Cuftom, becaufe, 
tho’ in the very Road to Virtue, there are feveral 
Primrofe-Paths (as Laertes in Shakefpeare exprefies 
himfelf ) which may invite the Step, without lead- 
ing abfolutely out of the Road itlelf, or offeri 
any indecent Profpect to the View, yet the World 
expects the Fair Traveller fhowd TREAD THE 
pirEcT Roap, without going to the Right or 
Left, for fear they fhou’d wander too far, or ¢rip 
in the Circumflex. 


But to leave the Allegory, every Woman has 
two Charaéers to maintain ; one which fhe 
to herself; and’ one whicttfhe owestO the Wortd. 
viz. The Characters of VinTUE and REPUTATION. 
Many Women have loft their Reputations, and yet 
have preferved their Virtues ; for it is more difficult 
by far, to preferve Reputation than Virtue. The 
one depends on the Pyblick, who may judge from 
falfe Appearances, and of Courfe err; the other, on 
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an inward Confcioufhefs of what is Right, which 
can never err.. But as Reputation, as weil as Vir- 
tue, is effential to every Woman that wou'd live 
agreeably in the World,.and at Peace within her- 
felf, both mutt be preferved 5 for though the 
Lofs of the latter is accompanied with more 
INWARD CONTRITION, Reputation hurt, 
cuts off a greater Share of that Happinefs which 
arifes from the agreeable Societies the Commerce 


of the World affords. A Woman that has loft her 


Virtue, may ftill enjoy all the Pleafures of Life, as 
long as the World remains igveraut of that Circum- 
ftance. Her privateGrief belongs to herfelf alone, 
and is confined to her Clofer: —- Whereas fhe that 
has loft her Reputation, tho’ fhe preferves her Vir- 
tue, throws herielf out of the Pale of Female En- 
joyments, and is ALONE in a Crowp. 


THERE is befides ({trange Weaknefs in a Female 
Breaft!) an ungenerous Pride that accompanies 
thofe againft whom the World has zothing to /2y. 
Secure in an eftablifbed Reputation, they don’t 
fcruple to fneer at thofe whofe Actions the Publick 
have cenfured, tho’ the whole Amount of their Cen- 
fare may have been INpiscRETIONs only, that 
don’t affect the Soul of Character. 


Ir wou’d be an Affront to the Sex, to offer any 
Arguments to them, to induce them to preferve 
their Virtues. To fuppofe they want prompting on 
this Head, wou’d be an unpardonable Piece of 
Prefumption. But, without offending them, [ will 
venture to fay, [have obferved fome among them, 
that have not had as much Regard for Reputation, 


as the Importance of -it requires, and that think ' 


they have nothing to lay to their Charge, as long 
as they can fatisfy themfelves as to their own Con- 
du,’ A way ot Thinking productive of all the 
exterior Il/s that.attend the Crime itfelf. 


FemaLe Reputation is like the Bloom that is 
obferved on the fineft Fruits, that WILL NoT BEAR 
THE LEAST TovucH. It is like NEW-FALLEN 


SNow, before its fifft Wurre is gone off. Nothing 


fo TENDER, nothing fo DELICATE in its Nature. 
— It ‘has No CHARACTER of its own, is nothing 
DETERMINATE in itfelf, but adds an Eclat to 
Beauty, when it accompanies it, and makes its Ab- 
fence felt. 


Sucu being its Nature, and fuch: its Effects, 
Can any of my fair Readers think any thing fhou’d 
come in Competition with ic? Can they give up 
to VIRTUE the rigid Sacrifices it demands, and re- 


~fufe Repuration the /mall Viétims it requires ? 


Can Leonora deny herfelt the inexpreffible Satisfac- 
tions an Union with Torrifmond wou'd procure 
her, becaufe Virtue will not permit an unlawful 
one, and Prudence bids them keep afunder? And 
will this fame Leonora, that can gain fuch a Vic- 
tory over Inclination, Defire, and Paffion, let loofe 
the tattling Tongues of all her Female Acquain- 


tince. for. Sake of /eeing, or comverfing withy 


Torrifmond ? Can fhe hear her Love defcanted on, 
with all. the z//-natured Wit, a Paflion, we don’t 
feél ourfelves, is generally pzizted ¢ Will the 
give Room to the prim-/eeming Wife, (the Gratifi- 
cation of whofe Paflions perhaps, is the only Thing 
that keeps her virtuous, and gives her this Oppor- 
tunity of arraigning Leoxora) or the /efi-cautious, 
becaufe /e/s-obferved Widow, to fneer at her gexe- 
rous, and well-principled Paffion, rather than give up 
a trifling Satisfaction, in Comparifon of the greater 
Happinets they all know fhe denies herfelf? ‘This 
is CONQUERING in a pitch’d Battle with all rhe 
Odds againft ber, and LosiNG, in little Skirmifbes, 
which ithe might avoid by keeping all her Forces 
together. 


How contrary to this Behaviour of Leonora, is 
Prudentia’s? Prudentia has as {trong a Paffion for 
Leontius, as Leonora feels for Torrifmond. The 


fame Reafons. forbid thefe coming together, as 


keep thofe afunder. The only Difference between 
their Behaviour is, that Prudentia endeavours to 
conquer the Paffion fhe has for Leontius, whereas 
Leonora {till feeds her’s, by keeping Company wit! 


Torrifmond, Prudentia feels as great Happ'nel3. in 
rect . . Py f . ~. 
the Thought of being united to Leontius, as Le- 


onora does to Torrifmond; but in the little Profpect 
there is of it, forbears the dangerous Intimacies, 
which Leovzora indifcreetly ventures upon. Pra- 
dentia may, at length, get the better of her Paffion 
by the Method fhe takes, but Leozora never will. 
Both have equal Regard for Virtue, but Prudextia 
more for Reputation. Leonora thinks, while fhe’s 
confcious none can arraign her Virtue, none ought 
to arraign her Reputation. Prudentia thinks, the 
beit Security her Virtwe can have, is an un-attacked 
Reputation. Prudentia has not More Virtue than 
Leonora, but does MORE to pre/ferve it. Leovzora 
thinks her Reputation /ecure, while her Virtue és 0, 
and turns all her Care to preferve this. The Con- 
fequence of which different Behaviour is this: The 

orld being prepoffeffed in Favour of Prudentia, 
and prejudiced againlt Leonora, Prudentia might lofz 
her Virtue, and yet preferve her Reputation, and 
Leonora lofe her Reputation, and yet be ftrictly 
virtuous. ‘The one therefore is to be commended, 
the other to be: pitied. 


As this is the Rock on which the Fairer Sex 


generally fplit, I have difcharged my Promife to 


them, as well as my Care for their Good, by fhew- 
ine* them where it lies. — If they run againft it 
after this, it cannot be for want of being fufh- 
ciently PROMPTED. 


I take Leave of them now, with this hearty 
With, that every Leonora may become a Prudentia, 
or elfe that the World would do equal Juftice to 
both, and give (to ufe a homely Phrafe, but ex- 
preffive) fome Grains of Allowance for ftrowg Pat- 


fion in a weak Breaft. , , 


Printed for T. Cooper, at the Globe in Pater-nofter Row: Where Letters to 


the AUTHOR are taken in. And where the former Numbers may be had. 


[ Price Two-Pence. } 
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